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CHLOE 
Statement 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [6.02 pm]:  Last night I watched an ABC documentary on the 
Princess Margaret Hospital for Children, and it was about a little girl called Chloe.  Did any other members 
watch it?  I do not really know what I am going to say at the moment, but it was so sad.  Chloe had leukaemia 
and she was 13 years old.  She went on a trial treatment, and they blasted her with chemotherapy.  They were 
giving her lumbar punctures, and she was also vomiting and obviously very sick throughout her treatment.  She 
became tinier and tinier, and it was just so horrible for her mother.  I really felt for Chloe and her mother.  I do 
not think I have ever watched anything that has moved me so much.  I got such a shock when, at the end of the 
program, Chloe died, because I did not expect that to happen.  The other side of it is that she was used for 
medical research.  She was put into a new trial.  She had radiation therapy, and then stem cells were put into her.  
The stem cells had been flown in from America because a bone marrow donor match could not be found.  Her 
father was a five out of six, instead of a total match, so they decided to use the stem cells.  It was 42 days before 
that kicked in, which is a long time for a little girl to be lying in isolation.  When she was 10, they said that she 
had had leukaemia before, and it had come back, which is why it became so aggressive.  The medical research 
staff at PMH were fantastic human beings, to sit there with little children who were very ill.  My heart would 
break and I would just have to go outside, but they knew that they had a job to do.  We really do have a world-
class facility here.  I remember going to PMH with one of my children when she was small, because as members 
will know, the hospital is the centre of excellence for the region.  I wanted to put on record that the nurses and 
doctors are marvellous human beings, and I wanted Chloe’s mum to know that most people in Western Australia 
who watched that program would have cried for her and with her.   

House adjourned at 6.04 pm 
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